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FAissionary Entelligence. 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


OBITUARY OF MRS. TEMPLE. 


A notice of Mrs. Temple’s death has been given 
before. Since her decease, which occurred on 
the 15th of January, Mr. T. has been called to 
bury his two youngest children. Under his re 
peated bereavements, he may be aliowed to give 
utterance to some of the mournful feelings of his 
heart, and thus secure the consolations afforded 
hy the sympathies amd prayers of his brethien. 
From a lettey to the Assistant Secretary, dated 
May 20th, the following passages are extracied : 


Within the last four months, I have heard the 
voice of the Lord and felt the blow of bis hand 
in another manner, than I had ever before heard 
the one, or felt the other. He has spoken to my 
heart: he has laid bis hand heavily upon me, 
Death has swept away, oue afier another, oue 
half of my family ; and now, instead of seeing the 
cheerful countenance of my beloved companton, 
avd having my children about me, I find myseif 
in a house made desolate, and sursiounded by 
walls whose very silence tells me, in the most al 
fecting manner, that the best friend | ever bad ts 
gone to sleep till the heavens shall be no more. 
You can easily believe me if 1 tell you, that L am 
sometimes sad: I am happy to say, however, that 
I am never disconsolate. You kuew a little of 
my companion, and can therefore form some 
faint idea of what Land my two surviving little 
boys have lost. 

“* But I would not dwell on this loss. I would 
rather think and speak of the infinite gain to he: 
of being permitted so early to depart and be with 
Christ; which is so much better than to remain 
on earth. Her departure has made me feel more 
deeply than ever before, that this world and all 
that belongs to it is vanity. The glory of the 
earth has in some good measure faded from m) 
sight. I wish I could say, also, with truth, that 
the cloud which once hid the glories of heaven 
from my view, has retired, and left me to enjoy 
an open vision of that world, which keeps its gates 
open day and might to receive the redeemed as 
fast as death dismisses them from among us here 
below.” 

Mrs. Temple is well described by Mr. Jowett, 
in the following language: “ She was a woman,” 
he says, “whose adorning, it may be truly said, 
was the hidden man of the heart, in that which is 
not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great 


price.” 


——— 
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The brief account of the last days of Mrs. Tem- 
ple which follows, is derived from the journal of 
her husband, transmitted for the perusal of her 
friends, 

Her disease, which was the consumption, did 
not assome a very threatening aspect uotil the Ist 
of January, when she suddenly apprehended her- 
self to be dying. Ou reviving a little, she desir- 
ed Mr. Temple to read the passage of Scripture 
iu which our Lord promised to manifest himself 
to his disciples as he does not to the world. This 
request she made because her mind, owing no 
doubt to the influence of disease, enjoyed not its 
usual light and consolation: but the reading of 
that promise afforded considerable relief. On the 
3d of January, she wept abundantly while speak- 
ing of the supposed hardness and insensibility of 
her heart. The next day she said, that her 
stwongest evidences of piety consisted in the love 
she had felt, for many years past, towards the 
children of God, 

Jan. 7. She told me—says Mr. T.,—that, dur- 
ing the last night, she had been favored with some 
consoling thoughts of Christ, while recollecting 
what he said about the last day, when he will call 
his people the blessed of his Father, and invite 
them into his kingdom, because they had shown 
their love to him in their kindness and attention 
to his disciples who were suffering on earth. 

9. About one in the morning, ske sent for me, 
I found ber greatly distressed, both in body and 
inind, Appropriate medicines soon relieved the 
former; but she said “al! is dark.” I offered 
many short petitions, which she repeated. Aftet 
some time passed in this mauner, | told ber that 
God was particularly glorified, when we trusted 
in him without knowing what would become of 
us. Abrabam trusted in God, when be was going 
into an unknown country, and Job said he would 
trust in God though he should slay him. 1 then 
repeated a great number of promises, both from 
the Old and the New Testaments, and besought 
God that he would enable ber to embrace them 
by faith. This seemed in some measure to cons 
sole her. 

10. [read to her the declaration of our Lord, 
Joho, iii, 14: “ And as Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal life.’ She 
seemed to embrace this declaration with a most 
affectionate interest. In the afternoon she said, 
“I have been meditating on that bymp, which 
begins thus— 


My soul, come meditate the day, 
And think how near it stands; &¢ 
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She then desired me to read the whole hymn, 
which I did, while she listened with the most sol- 
é6mnn attention. 

12. In the afternoon, I told ber T had just 
heard that six Jews at Constantinople had be 
come bopetully pious, and that three of them had 
been baptized in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that a great work seemed to be began 
among them there. I then asked her, if she did 
not rejoice at hearing such an agreeable report. 
After a few moments she said, “I do rejoice—I 
rejoice that the kingdom of the Lord is building 
up.” I then asked her whether she was willing 
to die. She said, “ Yes ;—but oh for one kind as- 
suring word.” She then desired me to repeat the 
woids— 

Oh, if my Lord would come and meet, 

My soul would stretch her wings in haste; &c. 
and then, apparently cheered by a view of him by 
faith, she said, “ I can rejoice in him: may I not 
forget myself, and rejoice in him ?” 

In the evening she seemed refreshed when in- 
formed that Mr. Jowett and Mr. Kneeling bad 
come to unite with me in praying for her. She 
desired me to express her Christ:an love to them, 
but said she was too weak to see them. 

13. About noon she said to me, “I wish to 
tell you what an interest I feel in Mr. Kneeling’s 
chapel, as a place where God manifests his pres- 
ence, and where I trust many precious souls are 
to be born again.” She has been reminded of 
this chapel, by the mention of some persons who 
attended there. —Wheo it was said to her that one 
with whom she was acquainted had neglected the 

ublic ordinances of religion, “ Tell her,” said 
Mrs, T., “that she is preparing bitterness for her 
cup by living inv this manner.” 

On the 14th, the day before her decease, the 
Lord’s Supper was administered to her, in com- 
pliance with her request. Having mentioned this 
fact, Mr. T. adds: 

I spent the whole of this day with her in prayer, 
in reciting the great and precious promises of the 
Gospel, and in such conversation as seemed to 
me best adapted to promote her edification.— 
When I had been enlarging on the glorious )er- 
fections of God our Saviour, his abhorrence of 
sin, his love of holiness, his love of sinners, and 
the mediation of Christ at the right hand of the 
Father, where he ever lives to make intercession 
for us,—siie said, with emphasis and animation, 
* Speak to me concerning God as long as I live.” 

15. Early in the morning, she expressed a de- 
sire to see Mr. Jowett. He had come yesterday 
afternoon, but she was not able to see him. He 
came again this morning as soon as I sent for 
him, and conversed with her some time, and then 

rayed. He spoke of Christ as the good Shiep- 
oid, who says, “ My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me, and I give unto 
them eternal life, and they shall not perish, nei- 
ther shall any man pluck yoem out of my hands. 
My Father that gave them me is greater than aii, 
and no map is able to pluck them out of my Fa- 
ther’s hand.” ‘This conversation had a soothing 
effect on her mind ; for she then felt herself to be 
a poor wandering and los: sheep, and the thought 
of Christ as the good shepherd, and the assurance 
given by himself that nothing should, or could, 


American Home Missionary Society. 
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Mr. Jowett kindly repeated his visit in the 
course of the day. 

About vine in the erening—continues Mr. 
Temple—the tokens of approaching dissolution 
hecame manifesi. After a little time I said to 
her, * My dear, [think you are dying.” She re- 
plied, “I know it.” 1 said, * Shall I pray with 
you once more ?” She said, ** Yes.” It was now 
near ten o’clock. I knelt, and ip the prayer quo- 
ted the triumphant language of Paul to the Co- 
rinthians, “ Oh death, where is thy sting? Oh 
grave, where is thy victory ? The sting of death is 
sin, and the strength of sin is the law, bat thanks 
be unto God, who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Chris; ;” and then added a petition that 
she might be enabled to use this uiumphant lan- 
guage now she was passing through the valley of 
the shadow of death. I had no sooner uttered this 
petition than she said, with difficulty, but distinct- 
ly,— J thank him, he does give me the victory.” —~ 
I then gave, as I trust, hearty thanks to God for 
this great mercy. 

From this time, until all evidence of conscious- 
ness and of life ceased, which was not long after 
11 o’clock, her mind was preserved in a state of 
zreat tranquillity, which rested manifestly on 
faith in her Lord and Saviour.— Miss. Her. 


AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCI- 
ETY. 


[Furnished for the New-York Observer by the 
Corresponding Secretary. ] 


The friends of our country, and of the souls of 
men, have reason for devout gratitude to God, in 
view of the progress of the cause of Home Mis- 
sions. [tis now less than eighteen months since 
thisjenierprise assumed a national form, and began 
to put forth the promise of a united and combin- 
ed effort on the part of the other States to supply 
the new and rising communities of the West and 
South with the administration of Christian ordi- 
vances. In that time not less than 250 congrega- 
tions have been aided directly by the National 
Society, in the support of stated preaching, while 
many others have received@Passistance from smaller 
Societies auxiliary to this ; and the field of appro- 
priation is constantly enlarging, and the spirit of 
the Christian community is manifestly waking up 
and enkindling in the work. 

Since the commencement of the current year, 
the State Domestic Missionary Societies of Mas- 
sachusetts, New-Hampshire, and Vermont, have 
become auxiliary to the national Institution, and 
under this connexion are adopting the most vigor- 
ous measures, first to supply the destitute within 
their own™State limits, as far as may be practica- 
ble, and secondly to raise additional means to for- 
ward the great national object of Missions to the 
frontier settlements of the West and South. Oth- 
er State Societies, both in New England and in 
other sections of our country, are waitng only 
for the return of their anniversanes to adopt simi- 
lar measures, and we trust the time is not far dis- 
tant when every State in the Union will have a 
partin this united and sublime system of benevo- 
lent effort to bless the increasing millions of North 
America with the means of salvation. 

Iu the mean time the income of the Society has 
not equalied the calls of the destitute for its aid. 





pluck one of his sheep from his hands, seemed to 
carry a thrill of serene joy into her heart. 





Our Treasury is now nearly empty, while the en 
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gagements of the Committee are more than $10, 
900. Our past experience and the present tnd: 

cations of Providence assure us that this deficien- 
cy will be supplied, and furure demands on the 
Society answered. But this will be done only by 
the liberality of the friends of the cause; aud the 
friends of the cause will not be liberal, until each 
one of them shall put bis hand upon his heart and 
lift his soul to God and inquire what the Lord will 
have him to do. Our hope for the cause of Chris 

and of virtue in tis broad land, is, under God, in 
the pravers and alms of such as love and seek the 
salvation of nen. 

~~ => 


ENTERPRIZE AT THE WEST. 


The Corresponding Secretary of the “ Western 
Agency,” at Geneva, writes as follows unde: 
date of Sept. 27, 1827. 

A gradual deeper interest, I trust, is felt in the 
Home Missionary business within the bounds of 
this agency. We have resolved on the support 
of fifty Missionaries, and the raising of $4000. 
Monroe County will average $1000, and congre. 
gations in other Counties, as far as I have gone, 
have cheerfully entered for about their proportion 
of the above sum. 


fAiscellancous Entelligence. 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


We have received from a friend the three first num- 
bers of the New-Jersey Sunday School Journal,---a 
publication in 18mo.----from which we collect the fol- 
lowing gleanings, as interesting and instructive to the 
friends of Sabbath Schools. 


There are many of our citizens who are active 
ly engaged, and are exerting their strength in this 
blessed cause. Asa proof of this, we need only 
remark that New Jersey now numbers in her Sun- 
day Schools, upward of 20 000 scholars, and more 
than 2600 teachers, a much larger proportion than 
any other of the United States. One object of 
this Journal will be to aid those who are thus Zeal 
ously employed, by noticing improvements which 
have been, aud which may be made in the sys 
tems of instruction, from time to time. 

Perhaps some are ready to ask, Why publish so 
small a work on a subject which abounds in the 
most valuable intelligence ? Qui answer is short. 
It 1s afforded at a low price that all may procure 
it, and the most busy find time to peruse ils pages. 
It will contain the imelligence which is most ite 
resting, and by making tong stories short, we hope 
to communicate all tha: will be essential 1o the 
readers of this section of our happy land. 

Should any sinali profit arise trom the work, it 
will be devoted to the cause of Sunday Schools, 
and if the subscription should not detiay the ex- 
penses, we shail have the rich consultation of spen- 
ding money in a good cause. We hope by this 
humble endeavour, that knowledge may be in 
creased, the children aud youth of our land be led 
in wisdom’s ways; and many souls saved fromm the 
practice of sin here, aud from its punish went bere- 
after. 

“ Go, little book, and may the God of all grace, 
by thy means bring many a wandering lamb to the 
foid of Jesus the good Shepherd and the children’s 
best friend.” 














Sunday Schools. $235 


THE PINES. 

An aged layman has been occupied in visiting 
the villages and weighborhoods om that part of 
New-Jersey called the Pines. His object has 
been to distribute Bibles, Testaments, and estab- 
lish schools, He is every where received cordially 
and treated kindly. He has been tos:rumental in 
organizing several Sunday Schools, and some 
common schools. This is good. We rej tce to 
ee our grey-headed fathers active in leading the 
etnidrea and youth of our land, in the ways of wis- 
dom and righteousness, 


THREE LINES FOR MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL, 


Sunday Schools have never been kuown to fail 
if success where mioisiers bave taken a lively in- 
terest mm promiotiig them, 

COMMUNICATION, 

Mr. Editor,—1 am a plain man, but T want to 
tell you something about our Sunday School. I 
used to suppose that these schools were kept for 
pone but poo: and tguorant children. But last 
Spring Woen the agent came io our place, ne said 
they were for all, sich and poor, high and low. 
He also suid the “new system” as be called it, 
Was 50 interesting that teachers found thei task 
pleasant insiead of tiresome, and he maie uany 
otver remarks which I have oot ume to relate. 
We all thought bim rather extravagant in his cal- 
culations, but on the whole concluded to make a 
tial and see what could ve done. We raied a 
iew dollars to purchase a library and other books, 
Tue school was immediately commenced, and you 
would be astonished to see how it goes. Alwost 
every child in the place is now a scholar, besides 
a number of young people who consider the 
school au interesting Bible class. All the teach- 
ers are much pleased with their employment, and 
many others would now be glad to engage if there 
were Classes for them. The lessons are so short 
that the scholars can easily commit them to mein- 
ory, and be ready to answer the questions, Then 
they receive a new library book every week, and 
these books are the most interesting that I ever 
read. [| paid one dollar towards purchasing the 
library, aod I aim vow sure I never spent a dollar 
so profitably in my life. In addition to all, our 
iuinister Visits the schoo}, and delivers weekly lec- 
tures on the lesson, and those lectures are so goud 
you would be delighted to hear them. Our min- 
ister’s preaching is all very good, but tnese lectures 
are the cream of the whole, 

But I cannot tell you, Mr. Editor, one haif of 
the effects of our school upon the families. Such 
a spirit for searching the Bible we have never he- 
iore witnessed in this place, and wherever ihe Bi- 
bie is read there will good come of u. Lo faet, 
Mr. Editor, if the very windows of heaven were 
vpened, scarcely a greater biessing could be pour- 
ed upon our people than this Suuday School, 

I aim yours’ sincerely, 
A Jersey Farmer. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


These libraries have been found very beneficial 
to scholars and families, and we recommend their 
establishment in every school. ‘The expeuse ofa 
libiary 18 very small, and any neighborhood can 
raise money sufficient to procure one. 

























































i <4 























324 Sunday 


We recominend the books published by the 
American Union, and for the manner of organi 
zing and conducting a library we refer to the plau 
eages at Cranbury, which is nearly as follows :— 

he library consists of a great variety of books, 


Schools. 
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great task to prepare yourself with illustrations of 
ihe lesson. 

Second Teacher. No task at all. I spend an 
hoor or two in reading a commentary on the por- 
tion, and then g think it over while I am about 


from the value of half a cent to one dollar eact. | my daily business. Thus my mind has something 


These books are covered and numbered, Each 
teacher goes to the librarian and procures several 


volumes suited to the number and ages of scholars | worldly schemes of pleasure or gain. 


in his or her class. For the safe return of these 
the teacher is responsible. 
paper the number of the volume which each schol- 


ar draws is recorded. The books are kept one | py hour of the whole week. 


On the teacher’s class | and to the schelars. 


good to dwell upon, and mv time passes much 
more pleasantly than it ever did while devising 
Formerly, 
the duties of the school were a hard task to me, 
Vow, the season which we 
spend together, is the most entertaining and hap- 
In short, [love my 


week by the scholers, then returned to the teacher } scholars, and they love me, and we both love our 


where they are exchanged. 
weeks the teacher returns the books to the Libra- 
rian, and procures anew vet. Every scholar, old 
or young, is allowed to draw a book from week to 
week, Those who cannot read draw a small book, 
and seem much pleased in carrying it to their 
friends. 


YOU DON’T WORK IT RIGHT. 


Two Sunday School teachers were conversing 
together, when one complained of the irregularity 
dnd turbulence of his class. “ Why,” said he, 
“they are seldom at school in season, and some- 
times I stay away half an hour after the time of 
opemug, and even then do not find them at the 
school. And after they arrive, I find it very dif- 
ficuit to manage them. While [ am hearing one 
recite, the uthers are wriggling about and playing 
with each othor, then they seldom learn their les- 
son. lam quite discouraged, and am almost de- 
termined to quit the sctfool.” 

“You don’t work it tight,” said the other 
teacher. “I used to experience the same diffical- 
ties, and felt the same despondence. But now, 
mine is the most regular and well behaved class in 
the whole school. My scholars have their lessons 
well, and I am wever under the necessity of 
correcting them at all for idleness or miscon- 
duci.” 

trst Teacher. How did you effect the change ? 

Second Teacher. Simply inthis way. When 
my scholars became very irregular and inatten- 
tive, I saw I mus! either quit the school or bring 
about a reform. To dothe former, I could not 
conscientiously consent, aud I hardly knew how 
to effect ihe latter. But I resolved fo try. In 
the first piace, L determined to be punctual at the 
hour of opening the school. I informed the schol- 
ars of my determination, and since that time I 
have jwvariably found my class punctual. 

First Teacher. Butdo you suppose that noth 
ing but your example made your class punctual. 

Second Teacher. I dow’t suppose any thing 
about it; but this much I kmotw, as soon as I be- 
came punctual, in my attemdance, my whole class 
were in their places, at the proper time. The 
next point wasto gain their attention during reci- 
tation. To do thia, T just took up the lesson myself 
during the week, and came to the school prepared 
to explain the meaning of it. I soon found the 
scholars very much interested in the explanations 
and illustrations which I gave. I conversed freely 

with them, and they were soon disposed to ask aud 
answer questions. Their conduct is now good-— 
their questions courteous—their zeal for searching 


After three or four | employment. 


If you will pursue a similar course, 
be avsured the difficulties of which you complain 
will soon vanish, and you will find yourself not 
only a contented, but a happy teacher of immor. 
tal souls. 


HOW MINISTERS DO IN VERMONT. 


The following is an extract of a letter from a 
clergymanin Addison County, Vermont, to the 
Editor of the New-Jersey Sunday School Jour- 
nal—dated July 1827, 


At the meeting of our association in February 
last, we appointed two of our number to preaci in 
all the towns in the county, on the subject of Sab- 
bath Schools, and to take up a collection in each, 
the amount of which should be expended in em- 
ploying a Sunday Scheol Agent, to go from town 
to town and establish schools on a more perma- 
nent and useful plan, than formerly. Jt was done. 
Mr. John I. Shipherd, a licensed preacher, has 
been employed about three months with great suc- 
cess. In almost every town he has suceeded in 
forming large classes of young people, in con- 
nexion with classes of children. I have more 
than fifty over the age of fourteen, in my 
schools. Some of them as old as twenty-five or 
thirty years, 

* All the schools have adopted the system of uni- 
form and limited lessons, without tickets, and 
with suitable libraries, All are pleased with the 
change, and we are convinced the good resulting 
from this system is incaleulably greater than from 
the old system. Parents are now as much inter- 
ested, and perhaps benefited, with schools, as the 
children. A spirit for searching the scriptures 
is carried into every family where there are schol- 
ars, and we who are stationed as pastors find these 
schools the most effectual instruments in lead- 
ing our flucks to the great Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls. 

«Tu the schools which Mr. Shipherd has formed 
a coustitation h&’s been adopted, one article of 
which is, “ This School shall be continued sum- 
mer and winter.” This is good ; and we are con- 
vinced from last winter’s experiment in a few pla- 
ces, that even the long cold winters of Vermont 
cannot chill the life, or hinder the growth of so 
noble an institution. It is a great work, and the 
great Head of the church has designed it to accom- 
plish great and glorious things. It shall prepare 
thousands and millions for usefulness on earth, and 
for happiness in heaven. O, that ministers and 
people would realize the importance of the work, 
and awake with a zeal worthy of the cause. 

“In bonds of christian love, 





the Scriptures is increased an hundredfold. 
First Teacher. Do you not find it to be a 


I am your’s sincerely, &c.” 





_ 2 aoe an eo Gee 


a nee nee ee a ae 





Ocr, 


ons of 


nd an 

por- 
about 
thing 
nach 
ising 
verly, 
» me, 
? we 
hap- 
e my 
2 our 
urse, 
plain 
r not 
nore 





1827.] Sabbath Schools. 525 


OPPOSITION. ' 

Perhaps many would be surprised to hear of op- 
position to Sunday schools in New Jersey. We 
are sorry to say that in some places, opposition is 
decidedly manifested. A few schools have been 
broken up. The following anecdote will show 
the nature of the difficulties to which many friends 
of the cause are subjected: 

In a neighborhood but a few miles from Prince- 
ton, a Sunday school was opened early this spring, 
consisting of 40 scholars. The teachers resided 
two miles from the school-house, and were ardent- 
ly devoted to the cause. The teacher of the com- 
mon school in the neighborhood began a decided 
opposition by fastening the school house door eve- 
ry Sunday. However, through the ardor of the 
scholars and fidelity of the teachers, the ddor was 
opened, and the school maintained for seven or 
eight weeks. At length the scaool-master procur 
ed an old infidel to accompany him, and they two 
took their stand in the door at the hour of assem- 
bling, with canes in their hands, and did succeed 
in hindering both teachers and scholars from en- 
tering the house. A majority of the inhabitants 
of the neighborhood, passively acquiesced tn the 
disgraceful transaction, and the school is discon- 
tinued!!! 

Such opposition as the above is not often found ; 
and where it is, is seldom suffered to prevail. The 
fact of its success in one place, should stimulate 
the friends of the cause to earnest prayer and re- 
doubled diligence. 

The Sunday school knows no greater bindsance 
than the cold sluggishness of its professed friends. 
A very large proportion of the community are the 
advocates of Sunday school instruction, But the 
number who take hold of the work tn earnest, is 
very small. Many move so slow, that you can 
scarcely tell:whether they go or stand. Wherevere 
fathers and mothers are zealous to encourage the 
institution, there Sunday schools will prosper. But 
where parents and teachers go about the business 
with indifference, there they will languish. 


REWARD OF FAITHFULNESS. 


The practice of holding quarterly examinations 
of Sunday Schools prevails in many sections of 
our country. We rejoice to find the schools in N. 
Jersey adopting this practice. Wherever these 
examinations have been held, a much deeper in- 
terest is excited among parents and others, than 
could be excited by the ordinary means. The chil- 
dren are brought together before the parents; their 
improvement is manifest, and all doubts of the util- 
ity of the institution vanish in a moment. The 
benefits derived by the children are su clearly exhi- 
bited, that a spectator must be doubly blinded who 
would not discover them, and few are so hard 
hearted as to refuse their aid. "The Sunday schoo! 
is ab institution which recommends itself, not only 
to every devout christian, but to every well-wisher 
to society, or lover ofhis country. To all who 
doubt this, we would say earnestly, “ come and 
see,“ then judge for yourselves, 


SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Two sabbath schools existed in the same town, 
and at four miles distant from each other. They 
were both well regulated, and numerous little 
framertals resorted thither every Sabbath day to 





be instructed. The object of one of the schools 
was to sow the seed of future grace, expecting 
a crop in God’s time. The other acting "pon 
the principle that now is the accepted time and the 
day of salvation, not only sowed good seed every 
sabbath day, but warmed that seed with fervent 
prayers and moistened it with tears—urging upon 
the children that they are lost sinners, that they 
must repentand give up theinselves to Christ, 
and get a new heart, or they must go down to ever- 
lasting despair. 

The effects of the two systems were according 
to the faith and expectation of the superintendent 
and teachers, 

In the first case, the children moved on in de- 
centorder and regularity, without hope and with- 
out God in the world, while the arm of death drew 
upon the number and cut off some, who to all 
appearance were without hope, and without any 
interest in Christ. 

In the latter school, solemnity was constantly 
visible in the countenances of the children. Con- 
viction came upon many—conversion followed, 
and soon it was found that there were forty re- 
joicing in hope that their sins were forgiven aud 
their iniquities washed away in that blood which 
cleanseth from all sin. 

Now, Mr. Editor I will not say that God in his 
sovereign mercy, never sent salvation almost with- 
out means: but I will say, that sabbath schools 
will always be blessed to the conversion of souls, 
if teachers are perseveringly faithful ; and 1 will 
say, too, that those means are according to God’s 
eternal purpose, in which he has determined not 
only the “ end from the beginning,” but the means 
to accomplish his purpose. Again, if teachers are 
not faithful they are guilty of the blood of the souls 
committed to them.— Rochester Observer. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS —“ TRY.” 


The Richmond Visitor has the following para- 
graph, well calculated to animate Christians to 
benevolent efforts for the promotion of Sabbath 
Schools ; and to hunible those who stand all the 
day idle. 

“If there are but few pious persons in any dis- 
trict where there are children, but no Sabbath 
Schools ; let them commence the work, if «they 
have to call in the aid of persons, as teachers, who 
are not pious, if they can find those of good moral 
character, who are willing to lend their services, 
if any doubt the propriety of employing such, let 
them consider how strikingly, and how abundant- 
ly God has given his approbation to their employ- 
ment in the numerous conversions of Teachers, of 
which every Report brings us information. In 
one instance, within my recollection, a School was 
established and instructed by twelve Teachers, 
two only of whom were pious. But it was not 
long before God answered the prayers of those 
two for the rest, and gave eight to them out of the 
ten, as their fellow labourers in ‘the Lord.’ In 
another instance it was left by the apathy of Chris- 
tians to a few individuals, nol one of whom was 
possessed of personal piety to commence a school, 
and to prosecute it fora considerable lengrh of 
time, in the midst of opposition, before Christians 
were aroused to their duty; and when, after the 








repeated request of the Teachers engaged, _ 
gave their hands to the work, they found a well 
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organized school, where piely alone was wanting. | enough of “the spirit of adoption whereby we cry, 


This deficiency was deeply felt by those Teachers, | Abba Father.” Rise up my dear pupils, to high- 


and they, were made to feel it by the very circum- 
stances in which they were placed. They repeat 


edly expressed a wish to retire from the school, as | er. 


being unqualified for its duties ; and were as fre- 
quently solicited to seek and obtain the grand re- 
ain They sought—thev obtained. Within 
the period of one year, thirteen persons were ad 


er coufidence in God,—to a sweeter and fuller 
belief in the absolute trutt: of his promises to pray- 
Be assured, as of your own existence, that 
he is more ready to give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him, than parents are to give bread to 
their children. - 

But even inthis matter there is an extreme.— 


ded to the number of pious teachers, seven of The promises to prayer are of course all condition- 


whom had been previously engaged in the school. 





OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 


We never, in the whole course of our recol 


ui; thatis, they suspended the blessing on the 
prayer of faith. You have no evidence that you 
-hall receive we blessing tll you have evidence 
that you ae calied upon to drop right down 
at first upon the confidence that you shall 


lections, met with a Christian friend, who bore} have the things you are about to ask for.— 


upen his character every other evidence of th: 
Spiit’s operation, who did not remember the 
Sabbath day, and keep itholy. We appeal te 
memory of all the worthies who are now lying in 
their graves, that eminent as they were in every 
other grace and accomplishment of the new crea 
ture, the religiousuess of their Sabbath day show 
with ap equal lustre amid the fine assemblage of 
Virtues which adorned them. Lo every Christian 
household it will be found, that the discipline of a 
well ordered Sabbath is never forgotten among 
the other lessons of a Christian education ; and we 
appeal to every individual who now hears us, and 
who carries the rememberarce in his bosom of a 
father’s worth, and a father’s piety, if, on the com- 
ming round of the seventh day, an air of peculiar 
sacredness did not spread itself over that mansion, 
where he drew his first breath, and was tanght to 
repeat his infant hymn, and lisp bis infant pray- 
er. Rest assured, that the Christian, having the 
love of God written in his heart, and denying the 
Sabbath a place in its affections, is an anom 
aly that is no where to be found. Every Sab 
bath image, and every Sabbath circumstance, is 
dear tohim. He loves the quietness of that hal 
lowed morn. He loves the Church bell sound 
which summons him to the house of prayer. He 
loves to join the chorus of devotion, and to si! 
and listen to that voice of persuasion which is 
lifted in the hearing of an assembled multitude. 
He loves the retirement of that day from the din 
of worldly business, and the inroads of worldly 
men. He loves the leisure it brings along with it; 
and sweet to his soul is the exercise of that hal 
lowed hour ; when there is no eye to witness him 
but the eye of Heaven; and when in solemn au- 
dience with the Father who seeth him in secret, 
he can, on the wings of celestial contemplation, 
leave all the cares, and all the vexations, and 
and all the secularities of analienated world be- 
bind him.— Chalmers. 





THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 


Extract from the Baccalaureate Address, of Dr. 
Griffin President of Williams’ College, 1827. 


It was to be expected that as the millennium 
approached, the spirit of effectual prayer would 
be increasingly poured out. Ty this spirit is 
involved a holy confidence in God, supported hy 
an open view of his boundless mercy and tender- 
ness, and by arealizing anv affecting belief in the 
truth of his promises. There has vot beev enough 
of this spirit in the Church. There is too much 


Now on what “oes this coufidence rest? Not on 
the word of God, for be has not said you shall not 
ave the blessing tli you have offered the prayer 
of faith. Li resis upon the air. The truth is that 
ihe coufidence that you shall have that particular 
blessing is wot faith but hope, and is a logical in- 
ference frow the fact that you have already had 
fanth and employed itin prayer. Faith in what? 
in the truth of Gou’s word. But that word says 
vothing about this particular: blessing, but only 
about a general readiness to answer prayer. The 
general readiness is the thing which faith be- 
lieves 5 the rést is not faith, but hope. ‘This mis- 
take, small as it seems in its beginning, may lead 
to one of the worst extremes of enthusiasm, by 
exciting confident and groundless expeciations 
from tiod, and callmg that presumption faith. 
* * x” x * * * 

This College has evidently heen selected hy 
God to be the instrument of incalculable good to 
the world. It was here that American missions 
were born; and the repeated revivals of religion 
which have been afforded on this ground have sent 
jorth more ministers and missionaries, in pro- 
portion to the number of graduates, than have 
proceeded, it it said, from any other College.— 
When this mstitution, after a struggle of thirteen 
years to remove it, Was expiring under the suc- 
cessful termiuation of an effort to establish anoth- 
er, God interposed by his Holy Spirit and pro- 
duced such a revival as has never been known 
here betore. That revival saved the College. 
When the question of its permanent existence or 
speedy death turned on the raising of a fund which 
should place its prosperity beyond a doubt, it was 
the mfluence of that revival which gave success 
to the undertaking. I have been in cireumstan- 
ces io know the truth of what I say, and I wish 
to record it for the greatful recollection of those 
who shall come after me: I know that this Gol- 
lege bas been saved by the Holy Ghost, and to the 
Holy Ghost let it be forever devoted, asa scene 
of revivals of religion, to raise up ministers and 
misstonanes for Christ and his Church, Other- 
wise than as bearing upon the interests of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdon, | care not how soon it comes 
to an eud,—bow soon it is thrown down so as not 
‘0 leave one brick upon another. Ilong to see 
(his spurt animating the sons of Williams. I long 
ty see every class go forth in the spirit of a Mills 
and a Hall, a Richards and a Robbins, determin- 
ed to make their influence felt on the other side of 
the globe. Will you not, my dear pupils, carry 
his spirit with you? Will not every one of you 





of “ the spirit of bondage again to fear,” and not 


say, with an eye lifted to your dying Lord, 
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« Here am I, soul and body, devoted to thee. Here 
ain I, send me if it be to the ends of the earth.— 
Ajlthat | am and have I consecrate to thee, to 
promote the salvation of a wold ?” 


FAMILIARITY IN PRAYER. 


The questions, on which the late convention at 
New Lebanon expressed their Opinions, are pot 
of mere local interest. The subjects which they 


involve, the light in which they ae received and | 


understood, must greatly affect the beauty of the 
church general. ‘I'he practices winch some ol 
their resolutions condemn, prevail in Ho Oue sec 
tion of the church exclusively. We think it not 
unlikely, that some in our vicinity may find a 
timely bint in the unanimous expressions of the 
convention respecting the manner of prayer.— 
They say,” All irreverent familirity with God, 
such as men use towards their equals, or which 
would not be proper for an affectionate child to 
use towards a worthy parent, 1s to be avoided.” 

The Oneida Association of Ministers, in a Pas- 
toral Letter to the Chu:ches under theu care, 
thus express themselves on the same subject :— 
“The pure spirits above are represented as veil- 
ing their faces before the Majesty of heaven aud 
earth. Holy men of old, when favoured with the 
clearest views of God, abased themselves before 
him with the deepest reverence. Peniteat sin 
ners are, indeed, encouraged to come boldly to 
a throne of grace, through faith in the blood ol 
atonement, as children to a father. But it is with 
child-iike confidence they should come ; such con. 
fidence as becomes a dutiful and affectionate cinid, 
who respects his parent, and treats him as the 6tu 
Commandment reqnires. It is not with such fa- 
miliarity as aman approaches his equal, much less 
with such indecent freedom as a weil bred man, 
who respects himself would be ashamed to use to- 
wards any one in the presence of others. To af- 
fect a familiar talking manner, in our public ad 
dresses to God, appears to us to betray as much a 
waut of good taste, as it does a want of right feel- 
ings towards God. [tis adapted to disgust those 
who have a common sense of propriety, as It is to 
shock those who are accustomed to treat their 
Maker with reverence.” 

While there may be expected to exist some dif- 
ference of judgment ov what constitutes the famil 
iarity here censured, we should think every Curis- 
tian must admit the correctness of these views. — 
They will be sustained by a reference to the in- 
structions and examples of scripture on the duty 
of prayer. The prayers of Abraham, Jacob, Mo- 
ses, Joshua, David, Neliemivh, Daniel, the woman 
of Canaan, present examples of bold, powerful, 
and various pleading with God ; but reverence is, 
at the same time, a leading characteristic. ‘Tuese 
Saints did not forget that God was in beaven, and 
they upon earth. And it is worthy of remark, that 
greater freedom and boldness are observable i 
the scriptural examples of private prayer and iter- 
cession, than in those of a social or public charac- 
ter. Compare the intercession of Abraham tor 
Sodom, that of Moses and Jostiua for the children 
of Israel, with the pubiic prayer of Solomon 
at the-dedication of the temple. At the presen: 
time Christians would no doubt be justified tn giv- 
ing such an unrestrained expression to their desires 
m secret; as would be unedifying and inproper 
in public; and in observing a particularity in re- 








gard to persons, places, characters, and circume 
stances, which would destroy the effect of devotion 
ina mixed assembly, Ifthe sgul of a Christian is 
absorbed, as was that of Moses and Paul, and 
cairied away, as it were, by the strength of its 
desires for the salvation of others, the strength and 
boldness of his expressions way be expected to 
correspond in some degree with his emotions, 
From a person moved by such powerful feelings 
we could, without charging him with irreverence, 
hear expressions, which we should shudder to hear 
from the mouth of a stupid Christian, or perhaps 
from one posessing only au ordinary state of Chris- 
tian feeling. Some things which are recorded of 
good men, are for our warning, as others are for 
vuitation. Moses did right, and 1s to be initated 
in imterceding with God to forgive his peopl: ; but 
in proposing to Jehovah the alrernative—* if not, 
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book !”’—he might 
have been wrong. Tits language is more easily 
accounted for than justified ; and in any other cir- 
cumstances would savor as much of self will aod 
desperation, as of benevolence and submission to 
God.— Chris. Mirror. 





From the Visitor & Telegraph. 


ON THE REQUISITIONS OF VITAL 
CHRISTIANITY, 


_ My dear Friend,—I agree with you in lament- 
ing that so few of our friends have enlisted under 
the bauner of Christ; but you must sympathize 
with me in my regret that those, whose hearts 
have once been warmed with the sacred truths of 
Christianity should ever relapse into coldness, 
Alas! we see and feel daily, that this is a crying 
evilin our day. We see it in others, we feel it 
i Ourselves. { heard a lady observe not long ago, 
“that religion seemed a very pleasant thing when 
it was first obtained, but that, ke our other pleas- 
ures, i lost its zest in a short time.” As she was 
a sensible, amiable woman of the world, I asked 
her from whence she derived this opinion. She 
replied, © from the conduct of several of her par- 
ticular acquaintance, who had been full of the 
praises of religion when they first received its 
truths as the guide of their lives ; but in time they 
gradually became like other people, and ceased 
io eulogize the principle which had once seemed 
so valuable to them as a rule of conduct.” As 
she was a prudent lady, she did not declare what 
was the obvious result of these observations, but I 
was paiufully couvinced that it must have been 
inimical to the interests of our holy religion, 

Let us take these hints home to ourselves ; and 
at the same time endeavor to make thein useful 
to others. When those who have received light 
from the gospel, cease to walk in it themselves, 
«nd to urge their fellow pilgrims to do the same, 
ere 1s reason to mpquire about the nature of their 
illumination, One thing fF admit as a certainty, 
that when the true light has indeed dawned upon 
the soul, it can never turn aside (o any other, tor 
more than a biiel season, and this momentary 
dereliction will be succeeded by a tulier convic- 
ton of divine trath than ever. Wheo, therefore, 
we see persons who have received the truth with 
alacrity, fall off frou, their first convictions, we 
inay rauionally suppose, that they were either very 
sligit, or wholly velusive. 
Christians may be tempted and led astray for a 
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season, But if they are really Christianized, they 
must return’ with deep humiliation to their first 
convictions. But it sometimes happens that the 
real convert finds it so hard to contend with the 
“world, the flesh, and the devil,” that he shrinks 
from the!requisitions of his new guide, and falls 
mournfully back into the ranks of those who 
drink the porsoned chalice of unbelief. That is 
to say, he acts like an unbeliever, while the awa- 
kened flame of faith is scorching his very vitals. 

You say, in your last letter, that you do not 
know a more ushappy person, than one who has 
never believed iu Christianity. Tsay, that [think 
the doubtful or apostatizing believer is far more 
wretched. I know one or two such, who some- 
times cross my path, and awaken my‘ compassion. 
They look like the fabled wanderers on the bor- 
cers of Styx, who waited for their obsequies to be 

erfovmed, before they could enter Elysiom 
But let us not trifle with this holy theme. We 
must compassionate with our best feelings of sym- 
pathy, the state of those who can triumph over 
none of the temptations by which we are assailed 
We feel ourselves overcome by many. Alas! 
what would our condition be, if we did not some- 
tives feel the spirit working within us, and sub- 
duing some of our corruptions for us. The first 
introduction of a principle, which bas to contend 
with the pride, prejudices, and enmities of cor- 
rupt nature, must occasion a total moral revolu- 
tion. It is unnecessary to designate by scriptural 
phrases, ihe change of heart essential to conver- 
sioo. The eloquent and forcible delineations of 
that change must live in our memories, whilst we 
inhabit a Christian country. But it is necessary 
for us to remember, also, that Christianity is the 
same religion now, as it was when first introdu- 
ced; and the spirit of worldly opposition to it the 
same, that the first converts bad to contend with. 
And if the first apostles, (under the direction of 
inspiration) lamented their conflicts with their 
own corrupt vature; how can Christians of the 
present day expect to succeed, with weaker faith, 
si cker zeal, and abated diligence. 

Believers in those days were not expected to 
do more than believers in these days. The prom- 
ises ere not confined to the period in which they 
were made, nor is the guidance of the Spirit lim- 
ited to those who first received it miraculously. 
It is expressly offered to all who believe, (that is, 
to all who are willing to devote themselves to 
the cause of Christ.) ‘The same salvation is offer 
ed to us, as to the primitive Christians, and we 
must work it out in the same way. Christianity 
has no evasions, no exemptions; it gives no im- 
munities to particular people. That all people 
have to attain it by the same method, is probably 
the reason why sages and philosophers (so called,) 
have thought it beneath their notice. It is “ fool- 
ishness” to the wise of this world ; therefore many 
of the wise of this world have always been its 
enemies. Christianity is not a partial religion. 
There is, jt is true, a “ strait gate,” and “a nar- 
row way,” but these are open to all; and, per- 
haps the most conclusive argument in favor of 
that religion is, that it is within the comprehen- 
sion of every grade of inte)lect—how strange it is, 
that philosophers of the sceptical school, do not 
perceive that their arguments are incomprehensi- 
ble only to enlightened minds, and that the bulk 
of mankind must perish in tgnorance, if their 


On the Requisitions of Vital Christianity. 
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dogmas were the only sources of mental illumina- 
tion. Let them strip their theories of the decora- 
tions of science and rhetoric, and they resemble 
an empty bladder—we see, indeed, that it may be 
filled, but we see, that of itself it contains noth- 
ing. The pomp of words may add temporary 
interest to the most frivolous theme; but those 
who understand Christianity, must feel that words 
are too weak to express intelligibly its effects up- 
on the heart and understanding. 

It is generally admitied that religion is neces- 
sary to mankind, for philosophers speak of “ nat- 
ural religion,” as an impulsive belief, inherent in 
man; but, until grace had elevated nature, this 
spontaneous religion could not extricate itself 
from the labyrinth of ignorance and error. Rea- 
son, with phosphoric light, shone in the darkness 
of heathenism ; but revelation carried illumina- 
tion into the mind of man, and superseded the 
necessity of his walking by a reflected light. 
Christianity has, in fact, taught us what proud 
philosophy pretended to teach—the right use of 
reason. Once we thought it was light itself, now 
we look on it as something that shews us our nat- 
ural darkness, and aids us in acquiring light. 

Let us only look back on the heathen world in 
its most enlightened period, when a few exalted 
spirits soared above their fellows in the acquisi- 
tions of science and philosophy. Were the mob 
of Rome and Athens wiser or better, for the in- 
tellectual light shed on the chosen few, by the 
master spirits of Epictetus or Socrates? Alas! 
were they not suffering under the degradations of 
superstition and idolatry ? Did the higher ranks 
themselves derive any benefit to their morals from 
these splendid specimens of intellectual illumina- 
tion ? On the contrary, both sacred and profane 
history shew us that philosophy was not an im- 
prover of the heart, or a general embeilisher of 
the social attributes of man! Then let us ac- 
knowledge, that Christianity has happily accom- 
modated itself to the common exigences of our 
race. It offers a finished scheme of morality, de- 
rived fiom a consistent system of doctrines. It 
shows nothing, that reason, unclouded by preju- 
dice, cannot justify. It gives a rule of practice, 
growing out of a principle of faith. The faith is 
strengthened and the practice assisted, by grace, 
divinely given to the heart and understanding of 
man. 

Bot I have departed from my usual rule, and 
have “ given the law,” instead of shewing where 
it may be found. Again I say, my friend, * Search 
the Scriptures.” There is much more implied in 
this injunction than we usually comprehend. We 
read, but we do not search. Oh, may we have 
light and strength and all sufficiency, to learn 
what is so fully revealed to us, that he who “ runs 
may read.” I say nothing to you that I do not 
fully apply to myself. We sometimes shrink, 
with mock modesty, from teaching, when, if we 
were to draw forth our little resources for the ben- 
efit of others, we should perhaps learn to avail our- 
selves of them fully for our own necessities ; it is 
thus that our “one talent” is put to. interest — 
May your light shine, my friend, more and more 
unto the perfect day. 

Your sincere well wisher, 


Repentance.—God will not pour in the oil of his 
mercy, but into the vessel of a broken heart. 
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From the Christian Spectator. 
TAVERNS WITHOUT BAR-ROOMS. 


In a late journey of several hundred miles in 
the New-England States, 1 met with two public 
houses witheut bar-rooms ; and it gives me pleas- 
ure to say that these were the best conducted inns 
I met with inthe journey. For neatness, com. 
fort, and quiet, they differed in no respect from 
a genteel private dweilimg. Liquors might be 
had if wanted for refreshment, but they were only 
brought forward when asked for, from a sideboard 
or a closet, and were not set out to view in many 
a labelled decanter, obtruding themselves upon 
you in the first room you entered. As there was 
no bar, there were of course no bar haunters. 
All ihe guests you saw were travellers like your- 
self, stopping for refreshment and rest. 

Bar-rooms are by no meavs a necessary ap. 
pendage to a tavern, as these instances may show. 
Ou the contrary, they are a great nuisance. How 
annoying to travellers, especially to ladies, to 
know that in one part at least, of the house in 
which they are to pass the night, filth and tippling 
are privileged, if not even revelling and profane 
ness. Many a lady, not to speak of her fellow- 
travellers of the other sex, eats her meals with a 
poorer stomach for the dirtiness of the bar-room, 
and sleeps the less lightly for the voices that she 
hears, “ or thinks she hears,” from the same apart- 
ment. Why should the house of repose—the pro- 
fessed “home of the stranger”——be made the 
haunt of dissipation ? 

How much bar-rooms are the source of idleness 
and intemperance every villager koows. The 
fact is proverbial. On this account they ought to 
be prohibited by the same legislative act which 
grants licenses to taverns. But this is not to 
be expected in this age of legisiative indifference 
to the public morals. So long as our republican 
representatives grant indulgenceg to theatres, and 
lotteries, and to various other public sins, it is not 
very likely they will see any harm in bar-rooms, 

But cannot the evil be reached in some other 
way? I propose the query to our Temperance 
Societies. By what one measure could the Amer 
ican Society for the Promotion of ‘Temperance 
take so large a step in the accomplishment of its 
object, as in the doing away of bar-rooms—if it 
can be effected, as 1 am confident it can be, in a 
good measure. 

Suppose that Society should give the influence 
of its public approbaiion to every inn-keeper who 
should keep a house of the description I have 
commended—who should convert his bar-room 
into a neat parlor, or at least into a decent sitting 
room for his humbler guests, and for the recep 
tion of baggage, and should banish from his house 
the very semblance of dissipation. Houses thus 
patronized might be pointed out to travellers by a 
particular sign, which should be designated by 
the Society. Such houses would be encouraged. 
Travellers would prefer them from a regard to 
their own comfort, if not from moral motives. 
The American Bible and Tract Societies might 
lend some attractiveness to them, by furnishing 
their apartments with copies of their publications. 
Agricultural societies, also, might give them their 
countenance, 

If this plan is not practicable, {et some other 
be suggested. The object can be effected: it is 


surely desirable that it should be, an7 the salutary 
excitement which is beginning to pervade the 


, public mind on the subject of intemperance, is, I 


nope, a pledge that if will be effected. Let the 
pubtic sentiment be brought to bear upon it, and 
every fandiord who respects himself, will soon put 
out of sight his disgusting show of bottles. He 
will be as much ashamed of allowing intemper- 
ance and other tavern vices in his house, as if it 
were an ordinary dwelling. ViaTOrR. 


NEW AUXILIARY TO THE CAUSE OF 
TEMPERANCE. 


In connection with a notice of the formation of 
Societies io Williamstown, Ms. for the promotion 
of temperance, we have seen it stated, that the 
young ladies of that town. have enlisted in the 
good cause, and associated together, and adopted 
resolutions, not only to abstain from strong drink 
themselves—for this it is presumed they would do 
whether associated or single—but, what is better, 
‘not to associale with those of the other sex, who 
are addicted to intemperate habits, or other vicious 
habits consequent, or attendant upon intemper- 
ance.’ This is well—and furnishes a hint which 
the females throughout our country may turn to 
good account. We are not anxious to see them 
coming forward in publicly organized bodies, and 
proclaiming such resolutions to the world; but 
we desire nothing more earnestly, than that these 
resolutions siould be nnmoveably fixed in every 
female bosom. The bappy tnflednae wonld 
soon be manitest. In less than ten years they 
would accomplish what law, and morality, and 
drugs, though admiunstered by the most skillful 
practitioners, would not effect without their co- 
operation. It were a stigma well suited to the of- 
fence of the intemperate, to be excluded from 
the society of the better part of creation ; and we 
lave often wondered why this has not been done 
betore. 

When we look at the abuse, the neglect, the 
mortification, endured by the wife of a drunken 
husband, we are astonished that a young lady 
siould encourage, for a moment, the addresses of 
a man, who * bears the mark of the beast on any 
part of his head.? What are her prospects in 
such a ease, but poverty, desertion, and a brokea 
heart? ‘The least indication of too great famil- 
iarity with the bottle should be regarded as a dis- 
qualification for the important station of a father 
at a family. If, indeed, the character be not 
wholly above suspicion, Jet the female beware. 
—Chris. Mirror. 


BEWARE OF ASSASSINS. 


A couple of desperadoes are traversing the U. 
States, and are making dreadful havoc of the 
ives and property of old and young. They have 
already slain more inhabitants than were slain in 
ihe battles, and perished in the prison ships, dur- 
ing the American war ; and at the same time they 
lave wasted more substance than would pay the 
whole national debt. 

Their strength is invincible. Their method is 
to strike people on their head, theo instantly trip 
up their heels, pick their pockets, and continue 
their blows on the head, till they have quite beat 
out their brains. Though they infest public hous- 








es chiefly, they are also found lurking about in the 
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closets of private honses, in the workshops of me- 
chanics, and in the fields of the farmers. In some 
instances, whole families have fallen victims to 
these murderers ; nay whole towns have been ru- 
ined by them. One poor man, hereabout, that had 
formerly been an industrious thriving mechanic, 
has been very lately murdered by them in a man- 
ner too horrible to relate; and there are several 
others in the vicinity who have been daily attack- 
ed by them, robbed of their money, smitten to the 
brain pan, knocked down, and in all respects so 
violently handled, that an alarming stupor has 
succeeded, and they are already brought to death’s 
door. Ina word, the conntry’s in danger of a 
souple of outlandish miscreants, who mock at rea 
son, trainple upon the precious rights of man, and 
equally bid defiance both to law and gospel 

The names of these two ruffians are Whiskey 


and Brandy! ! 
TEMPERANCE ANECDOTE. 


A physician in New England of a facetious dis 
position, who had long practised, according to 
the customs of the day, giving and receiving 
wine and spirits in the social circle, becaine con 
vinced of the evil of such a course about a vear 
ago, and took the following method of arresting 
the influence of custom. Having several friends 
one day at his own house, he had his decanters 
produced as usual, and said to the company. 
* Gentlemen, will you help yourselves ? Here are 


wine, and hrandy, and gin, and arsenic ; all are 
poisons ; some slower in their operations than oth- 


ers, but equally sure: take your choice.” 





Drunkards not converled.—In an account 
of the Revivals of New Hampshire, it is statec 
that in one town several intemperate persons 
were convicted; but not one of them gave any 
evidence of saving conversion. The real conver- 
sion of drunkards, we believe, is a very rare oc- 
currence.— West. Rec. 


A NEW TRIBE IN THE UNITED STATES. 


“ A Rechabite” informs the editor of the New- 
Hampshire Repository, that at every store in New- 
port, six in number, “the counter is cleared off, 
the decanter emptied and placed upon the shelf, 
and the grog drinker promptly refused his accus- 
tomed dram.” He commends this example to 
store-keepers throughout the state, and antici- 
pates the following happy results, in case they will 
follow it. 

“ Fewer youth will acquire habits of dissipation, 
fewer drunkards will be seen reeling through the 
streets; the sheriff's docket will be less crowded ; 
fewer wives will “ watch the moon go down, and 
yet he [the husband] comes not:” fewer children 
will go to bed hungry: fewer parents will weep 
over their children worse than dead ; prisons and 
penitentiaries will have fewer occupants ; indus 
try, wealth and good order will be promoted, and 
succeeding generations, instead of being a race of 
drunkards, will be sober, temperate and happy.” 

Weare much gratified with the facts which this 
writer communicated, and not less with the sig- 
nature he assumed. It was a happy thought, to 
revive the remembrance of Jonadab the son of 
Rechab, and to set forth the example of his sons 
for general imitation. It would be happy for fu- 
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ture generations, if every father should enjoin 
upon his sons a total abstinence from ardent spir- 
its, and enforce his precepts by parental counsel 
and astrictexample. We do vot think that Tem. 
perance Societies should insist on the total pro- 
scription of wine ; but we are glad that many in- 
dividuals choose to “ set it apart from a common to 
a sacred use ” altogether, and drink it only at the 
Lord’s supper. As to ardent spirits, we would 
go all lengths in banishing them: tmmediately and 
forever, from every kind of use, or at the most 
admitting them to the medicine chest. The T'ribe 
of the Rechebites is certainly multip!ving, and we 
hope thev will extirpate all the Topers, the Tip- 
lers, and the Templers, till they have the whole 
land for their possession.— Rec. & Tel. 


aa = = — 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. _ 





INFANT BAPTISM. 


Many persons, for want of time or inclinatien 
to search the Scriptures themselves, are io the 
habit of receiving for granted whatever the minister 
states to be true ; or, according to the old adage, they 
This practice, in 
matters of faith, as a general rule, is wrong. But 


pin their faith on another’s sleeve. 


there are cases in which we are bound to receive the 
opinion of others, in preference to ourown. We are 
obliged to submit to the decision of the judge upon 
the bench, because he is learned in the law: and we 
often commit our lives into the hands of a physician, 
and follow, with implicit confidence, his prescriptions, 
because he has made the science of physic the study 
of his life. 
we are bound to regard with great deference the opin- 
ion of him who is appointed to minister in holy things 
—-one whose life is devoted to the study of the Bible, 


So, too, in difficult questions in theology, 


that he may understand the Scriptures, and bring 
forth from them things new and old. And more es- 
pecially where questions of high import, involving 
even our faith and eternal interests, are revealed 
from heaven in a language of which we are totally 
ignorant, we are obliged to confide in the opinion 
and scienceof the scholar who can read and converse 
freely in that language, and perfectly understand its 
meaning. : 

Now if this course of reasoning is correct, I think 
I am justified in placing more weight to the opinion 
of such a man as Dr. Dwight, of whose judgment and 
learning and piety I have the fullest confidence, than 
to a hundred equally pious, who are totally ignorant 
of the language in which the Bible was originally 


written. He says: 


‘‘ | have examined almost one hundred instances, 
in which the werd Barrifw, and its derivatives, are 
used in the New-Testament; and four in the Septua- 
gint: these, so far as I have observed, being all the 
instances contained in both. By this examination it 
is to my apprehension evident, that the following 
things are true: 

That the primary meaning of these terms is, Cleans 
ing ; the Effect, not the Mode, of washing : 

‘That the mode is usually referred to incidentally, 
wherever those words are mentioned; and that this 
is always the case, whenever the ordinance of Bap- 
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tism is mentioned, and a reference made, at the same 
time, to the modé of administration : 

That these words, although often capable of deno- 
ting any mode of washing, whether by Affusion, 
Sprinkling, o1 Immersion, (since cleansing was 
familiarly accomplished by the Jews in all these 
way s;) yet, in many instances, cannot without obvious 
impropriety be made to signify Immersion ; and in 
others cannot signify it at all.” 


Again, I believe there was scarce ever a man not 
divinely inspired, who has attained to a more perfect 
knowledge of the word of God, than the learned and 
pious Scott; and his opinion would make me doubt 
my own, even if I were a Baptist. He says: 


“Wheo I published the ‘ Force of Truth,’ I haa 
never attended to any controversies concerning 
church goveroment, or any kindred subjects. I 
found myself a minister of the establishment, and as 
I saw uo sufficient reason to relinquish my station, I 
was satisfied that it was my duty to retain it. But, 
soou after, the controversy concerning baptism, 
(whether it should be administered to intants, or on- 
ly to adults professing faith,) fell in my way; and, 
for some time, I was almost ready to conciude that 
the anti-padobaptisis were right. At length | laid 
aside all controversial writings, and determined to 
seek satisfaction on this question, as | had on others, 
by searching the scriptures and prayer. I was no 
less than three quarters of a year engaged in this in- 
vestigation, before | came to a conclusion: but | was 
then so fully satisfied that the infant children of be- 
lievers, and of all who make a credible profession of 
faith, are the proper subjects of baptism, that I have 
never since beeu nmyuch troubled abont it 

“ This was my conclusion, especially from the iden- 
tity of the covenant made with Abraham, and that 
still made with believers; and from circumcision be- 
ing the sacrament of regeneration under the old dis- 
pensation, as baptism is under the new, and the seal 
of the righteousness of faith. Abraham received this 
seal long after he believed; Isaac, when an imfant; 
Ishmael, when thirteen years of age. The men of 
Abraham’s household, and Esau, though uninterested 
in the promises concerning Canaan, yet, as a part of 
Abraham’s family, and of the visible church, were 
circumcised by the command of God himself. The 
circumcision of infants was enjoined, with denuncia- 
tions of wrath against those who neglected it. The 
Apostles were Israelites accustomed to this system. 
Adult Gentiles were admitied among the Jews by 
circumcision, and their male children were circumcl- 
sed also. tn Christ, there is neither male nor female. 
Had only adults been designed to be the subjects of 
Christian baptism, some prohibition of admitting in- 
fants would have been requisite; and we should nev- 
er have read, as we do of households being baptized, 
without any limitation or exception of this kind be- 
ing intimated. In short, unless it can be proved that 
circumcision was not the sign or sacrament of regen- 
eration, even as baptism now is, | cannot see how 
the argument can be answered: and all the common 
objections against infant baptism, as administered to 
subjects incapable of the professions required, and 
the benefits intended, bear with equal force against 
infant circumcision. 

“ The conclusion, thus drawn, rests on this one 
ground alone: collateral proof was not, and is not 
overlooked: but my idea always was, that not the 
privilege of the infant, but the duty of the parent, is 
the grand thing to be ascertained: and this clears 
away much extraneous matter from the argument. 

“ To the question of immersion, or sprinkling, or 
pouring, I never attached any great inmportance. 
Immersion is doubtless baptism : and so is sprinkling, 
or pouring, according to my unvaried judgment. If 
a few texts seem to allude to baptism by figures ta- 
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ken from immersion, how many Bpeak of the baptiem 
of the Holy Spirit, under the idea of pouring oul upon 
us?” 





BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM, 


It is well known that the populous County of Berk- 
shire, Ms., has been favered with a remarkable revi- 
val of religion, which, for more than a year past, bas 
pervaded nearly the whole County. 

Fruits: At the late term of the Judicial Court, held 
at Lenox, “‘ the Grand Jury were discharged without 
finding a single bill of indictment.” 

Quere: Vehat would have been the result, if as 
many had been converted to the Universalists’ belief 
that there is no future punishment of the wicked ; or, 
to believe that a siniul priest, for twenty-five cents, 
would give them absolution for all their sins ? 


a. eee aD 
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Souihumpion Co. Va. Sept. 18, 1827. 


Brother brantly,—The churches that | have 
ihe bappmess to serve, are Black Creek, Mill- 
Swamp, Suffolk an Beaverdam. Since the Fri- 
day betore the first Sunday w August, there have 
been received and bapuzed im these churches one 
nundred aud ninety, ost of whom are young peo- 
ple, aud ouly a few are blacks. Of that number 
os were bapiuzed last meeting, in addition to the 
Jl of which you have already taken notice. One 


CUCUUMSIANUE, ther BE chink ---chg -f ¢—-oinwdue 
notice, occurred some weeks since ; a little girl in 


ver ninth year wos powerfully awakened when at 
nome ; she had had conversation with no one, nor 
veard preaching ; she commenced praying inces- 
santly and was soon happily converted; she was 
wade the insttument of awakening her father and 
mother, all of whom were baptized among the 
number of 55; the effect produced by this scene 
meled into tears a numerous audience, and 
such a day | have hardly ever been permitted 
io witness. This makes the number baptiz- 
ed m my churches since February or March last, 
274. 

Ou Wednesday last a church was constituted 
and deacons ordained in the town of Sulloik. 

The Lord is adding daily to his churches such 
as we hope will be saved. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ropert T. Danie.. 

P. S. Since his ordination, brother Howell 
has baptized in Norfolk and its neighborhood two 
hundred aud seven persons.—Col, Star. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Ball, to the 
Kiev. H. Kneeling, dated 


Henrico, Va. August 8, 1827. 
The glorious reformation, which commenced 


about nine mouths ago within the bounds of 


Chickahominy Church, is still advancing. Not 
only the church, but almost the whole veighbor- 
hood, exlubits a complete contiast with what they 
were two years ago. “ Where sin abounded, 
grace now much more abounds.” The church, 
which once enjoyed the labours of the pious treth- 
rev, Ford and Webber, was, after their decease, 
almost destituie of preaching. Meetings were 
but seldom tield, the rising generation seemed 
wholly devoted to pleasure, and every gate in 
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Zion mourned, because few, very few, came to 
her solenin feasts. Soon after | commenced my 
labours with them, T opened a Bible Class, which 
was attended by arespectable number, mostly of 
youug people. This, by introducing a new sub 
ject for entertainment, soon broke up those amuse- 
ments which had for along time engrossed the 
whole attention. Nothing else, however, occur- 
red to excite our hope that God was about to pour 
out his Spirit, but the conversion of one lady, for 
more than a year. Near the last of October, five 
persons offered themselves for baptism, These 
were followed, on the 5th of November, by three 
more. By this time the work became very evi- 
dent and increasingly powerful. As young con- 
verts began to sing, old saints took their long neg 
lected harps and joined the lay. Our meetings 
increased, many began to inquire what they should 
do to be saved. 

Although many have been awakened in meet 
ing, but very few have found their first comfort 
there. While in deep meditation at home, the 
Lord has spoken peace to the soul. 

Our meetings have been and still are unusually 
solemn and silent. A few deep sighs, bursting 
from broken hearts for sin, is the most we have 
heard from the distressed. 

Notwithstanding the extreme cold of the last 
winter, our meetings were frequent and well at 
tended. Our baptizing seasons, though often on 
very cold days, have been attended by great crowds 


of spectators. ; 
n several instances, Men aru univ wives have 


gone into the water together. In one instance, 
one whole household, consisting of six white per- 
sons, have become hopefully pious, and have all 
been baptized. 

Last Saturday we had a very solemn meeting. 
A worthy old gentleman, of nearly 75 years of 
age, was baptized. He was struck with the palsy 
about nineteen mouths ago. This affliction, we 
have reason to believe, has been blest to his spir- 
itual good. After giving us a clear relation of the 
work of God upon his soul, he was conveyed into 
the water in an arm chair, and, in a sitting pos 
ture, was ‘ buried with Christ by baptism.’ After 
he was reconveyed td the shore, I led a little boy 
into the water of about eleven years old. This 
formed a striking contrast with the venerable old 
gentleman, who had just submitted to the ordi- 
nance before him. With a cheerfulness which I 
rarely ever before witnessed, the lithe boy waiked 
forward, amid the gaze of a crowd of spectators, 
anda burst of tears, 

Since the reformation commenced, there have 
been se: enty-six added by baptism. Several have 
obtained hope who have not been baptized, and 
there are some still concerned. I generally preach 
from five to seven times in a week, and continue 
to have large congregations. 

All the young converts appear steadfast in the 
faith and many of thein have become active in 
circulating tracts, and in promoting many useful 
objects. 

Besides the reformation in Cl.ickahominy 
Church, some additions have been made to Deep- 
Run Church. Several have become hopefully pious 
under brother Matthew Webber’s labours, in 
Goochland. Prospects are entertained of taising 
a church there soon. 


Sectarianisy. 





[Qcr, 


miles above this place, a good work has commen. 
ced. I am, dear brother, yours, &c. 
ELI BALL. 


—- —- 


From the Western Recorder. 


An Effectual Remedy for the Mischief of Secta- 
rianism during Revivals. 


Complaints are often heard of the disastrous 
effects of party spirit on revivals of religion.— 
While the enquiry is heard on every hand— 
** What shall we do to be saved ?” some profess- 
ing ministers and Christians seem to be more so- 
licitous to make a proselyte than a saint. With 
this object before them, vo effort is spared to di- 
rect general attention to doctrines. The perish- 
ing sinner, instead of being pointed to the cross, 
is pointed too often, to the signal of some party. 
The resalt is, that his solicittude declines; the 
Spirit of Godis resisted and repelled ; the gener- 
al seriousness disappears ; and the revival expires, 
under the treacherous inhumanity of professed 
friends. 

But an incident which transpired Curing the 
present year, has satisfied me that this evil may be 
remedied. A_ certain preacher, whom report 
charges with intermeddling quite too mach in 
times of revival, visited a place where there was 
then a powerful outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
His place of residence was about fitty miles from 
the scene of the revival. Inthe town I refer to, 
a large number of persons had indulged a hope. 
Fav ovt know that he had ever visited the place 
before. Certainly, he had never for many years 
preached there. Only a very few persons of his 
demomination resided intown. But he seems to 
have deemed it importaat to increase that num- 
ber. He accordingly proceeds to offer his servi- 
ces ; although, to be sme, there were sereral min- 
isters, of different orders, harmoniously engaged 
in the work, Notice was accordingly given, that 
the said preacher was to officiate on a cert=in day, 
He had, in order to give his visats more effect, pro- 
vided himself, FROM A NEIGHBORING TOWN, with 
a candidate for baptism. 

The design was too ill concealed not to be detec- 
ted. Christians seemed to feel as if a fatal blow 
was aimed at the revival. Their beasts were fil- 
led with concern. They betook themselves to the 
only sure deliverer, Israel’s God. § presume that 
on no day was there more “ strong erving.” than 
onthe one when the sermon was to be preached. 
[have never, in my life, known a more manifest 
auswerto prayer. Public attention was scarcely 
directed at all to the scene, which was evidently 
designed to produce greal effect. Very tew atten- 
ded. Another sermon was announced the follow- 
ing week. The preacher, I am informed, came, 
but found no hearers. The sermon was dispensed 
with ; the whole project seemed to be strangely 
defeated. Yet it was no mystery to those who 
had prayed and wept, day and night, before God, 
that he would not suffer the introduction of a sec- 
tarian spirit to mar the glory of his own work. 

Other attempts were subsequently made. in 
other districts of the town, to obtain an influ- 
ence. But there had beew too much praying.— 
Oh, it was a goodly sight, to see Christians of 
different denominations thus uniting their sup- 
plications, against what they deemed a common 
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I felt it my duty to state this fact to the Chris- 
tian world, to show then that there was a way to 
guard against an evil so common and so destruc- 


tive. A LOVER OF REVIVALS. 


BISHOP OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


The following testimonials in relation to the char- 
acter of Mr. M'‘Ilvaine, from the sources refer- 
red to by the Rev. Dr. O. in his first letter to 
Mr. Andrews of Rochester. 


Extract of a letter from Christ. Church, George- 
town, D. CU. wrillen in answer to an inquiry 
whether the character of Mr. M-Ilvaine was cor- 
rectly described by Dr. Onderdonk. 


Georcetown, D. C. Sept. 1827. 


The Vestry of Christ’s Church, Georgetown, 
District Columbia, have had before them a copy 
of a letter fromthe Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, 
ke. &c. and as it regards the reference in said co- 
py made to this congregation, they, without hesi- 
tation, state that they have ever considered the 
Rev. Mr. M‘Ilvaine, therein alluded to, as an a- 
ble, pious, zealous and faithful minister of the gos- 
pel, and such they believe was the opinion of the 
congregation, and that during his abode with them 
he was generally very popular. 


Certificate from West. Point. 


In consequence of certain reports having been 
civculated at Brooklyn and elsewhere, tending to 
prejadice the character and standing of the Kev. 
Charles P. M‘Ilvaine, stating among other things 
that be had “worn oat his popularity at West 
Point,” &c. &e.—the undersigned being request- 
ed to communicate the facts in relation to the Tat- 
ter statement, do very cheerfully and unhesita- 
tingly declare, that they are not aware of any 
change in the sentiments of the community at 
West Point which could in the least justify the 
expression made use of. Mr. M‘Ilvaine contin- 
ues to enjoy at the present moment, as at all form- 
er times, a very large share of the esteem and con 
fidence of those with whom he is associated, and 
the undersigned on their part, cannot but feel the 
deepest regret at the prospect of his being so soon 
to be separated fiom them, (Signed) 

D. B. Douglass, Prof. Engi. ; Charles Davies, 
Prot. Matt.; Jared Mansfield, Prof. Puilos.; S. 
Thayer, Superintendent. 

Tiuve copy—D. B. Douglass. 

West Point, Sept. 17, 1827. 


RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN PRISON. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Gerrish Bar- 
reit, chaplain of the State Prison at Sing Sing, 
N.Y. 

“A little after seven o’clock, every evening, 

I commence teading the Scriptures to the 

convicts, afterwards make some remarks, and 

then offer a prayer on each side of the prison. I 

am persuaded that of all the methods which have 

been used, for fastening divine truth upon the 
minds of convicts, this daily reading of the Scrip- 
tures and prayer is most likely to succeed. The 
truth strikes upon the ear, when men are sober 
ed by the jabors of the day, when no mortal eye 
sees them, and when the twilight and the silence, 
apd the loneliness combine in causing it to make 
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a deep impression. They can reflect upon what 
they bave heard till they fall asleep. 

* After divine service ou the Sabbath, a consid- 
erable portion of the time is spent in talking to 
the men in their cells. In this business I feel 
more avd more interested. I have found no one 
yet, who showed any disrespect, or unwillingness 
to hear what was said, It is surprising to see 
sometimes, how a few minutes’ conversation, 
concerning the soul, will make the muscles of a 
hardy looking face relax, and his eyes fill with 
ears.” 


THE JOY ‘OF ANGELS OVER REPENT- 
ING SINNERS. 

Why is there more joy in heaven over one sin- 
ner that repenteth, than over ninety-nine just per- 
suns that need no repentance? In the tenth 
verse of this chapter the expression is somewhat 
different: “ Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy 
among the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth.” The doctrine implied is, that the 
blessed spirits of heaven take a lively interest in 
the affaiis of mankind. It is one of the blessed 
results of the gospel dispensation, that angels 
stand in a nearer relation to the church of Christ, 
who reconciled not only the things on earth, but 
also the things in heaven. ‘They are now sent to 
earth on messages of benevolence ; and we are 
led to believe, that there are multitudes of them 


in the assemblies of the saimte s thot thage a= 
tunual ovservers of the thoughts aud actions of 


the human race; that they witness the effects of 
the gospel apon the hearts of sinners; that they 
notice and rejuice at the success of that process 
upon character, which conforms them to the im- 
age of Jesus Christ, and that they are the joyful 
heralds of the good news of repentance to their 
fellow spirits in the celestial world, 

The text clearly intimates, that the repentance 
of a sinner is a peculiar cause of joy to the an- 
gels ; that it is a cause of joy superior to all oth- 
ers. Who can conceive the happiness of angels ? 
Who can measure its maguitude? Their past 
knowledge, their exalted virtues, their celestial re- 
finement, the infinite variety of causes of joy, all 
adapted to their nature and character, and cor- 
responding with the magnificence of their capa- 
city,—these would seem to render their happiness 
beyond augmentation; and sull there is “ more 
joy”—there is an increase even of their blessed- 
ness, when they witness the delightful ellect of re- 
pentance, 

They have long basked in the effulgence of the 
beatific visiov. ‘Their views are more extensive ; 
they look farther into the vast prospective of eter- 
nity; their searchabiliues are infinitely more ex- 
quisite, and their hearts glow with infinitely more 
fervor, and still their joy ts increased, when they 


behold repentance springing up in the hearts of 


sinners, 

We are a great deal more affected by recent 
than by remote causes, Now, itis probable, that 
all beings have a great similarity in this respect, 
and as repentance is a thing of recent occurrence, 
as it is the essenual fact im the history of man’s 
felicity, as it is the very gate to the celestial coun- 
iry, angels may feel a peculiar delight in an event 
singular, and connected with infinite results. Al- 
though it is move blessed for the saints of God to 
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be confirmed in their faith, and perfected in their 
character, thau that they should continue in the 
infancy of their nature, sull there is a unitormity 
in their experience, and they are dally producing 
the same natural fruss of holiness, and enjoying 
the same fruits of happiness and glory. 

It is probable that, like ourselves, angels are 
affected by contrast ; aud what contrast can be 
more striking thau that exhibited by the 1. pen- 
tent and the penitent? Heretofore, man’s face 
was directed toward the regions of perdition : now, 
he is earnestly struggling—he is agonizing to en- 
ter at the strait gate. Heretolore, sin was lis el- 
ement, and his whole soul was bent to work 
wickedness: now, the unvarying bias of his 
thoughts and his feelings, the constant tendency 
of his actions, and the operations of the general 
system of his mind and tis heart, are brought un 
der the sancrifying control—the sacred do:imnion 
of the Divine Spuit! So entirely are iis ruling 
principles and passiens changed, that he may be 
said to have participated the divine Dature; thus 
“old things are passed away, and behold all 
things are become wew !” Is it wouderial, then, 
that angels should joyfully sympathize in sucu a 
purification of character, in such a transformation 
of the will, in such a splendid instance of the di- 
vine grace and goodness? How tmtense must ve 
their pleasure, how glowing their joy, when they 
see those who were “in the wicked one,” chan- 


aed inte the jmage of Christ, assunilating to then 
own ce estial nature, ana UCStiu sd wleaemately to 


rival themselves in the ardor of their love and de- 
votion. ‘The same is equally ‘rue of the ministers 
of Jesus Christ—their joy is augmented in propor 
tion as their spirituality is imcreased ; aud the 
nearer they approach to heaven, the more ther 
winds approximate to the celestial character—the 
more they know and feel the vaiue of repeut- 
ance.—— Hall. 


TESTIMONY OF AN ATHEIST RE- 
JECTED. 

In a case before the Superior Court now in 
session in this city, His Honor Judge Daggett on 
the bench, after a witness had given his testimo- 
ny, it was objected that he denied the existence 
of the Supreme Being, and the future existence 
of the soul. Proof having been brought to sub- 
stantiate the objection, the Judge informed the ju- 
ry that they must lay aside the testumony of the 
witness in the case; for though he would not rule 
out the evidence of a witness for holding reli 
gious sentiments different from the mass of the 
community—much less for hol ting different reli 
gious sentiments from his own,—he could not si 
and hear a witness professing to testify under the 
sanction of an appeal to the Searcher of wearts, 
when the very existence of sucii a being was de- 
nied by the witness.—Conn. Obs. 


SLAVES AT AUCTION. " 


While at Richmond, Va. see.ng av advertise- 
ment of a lot of negrues io be sold at auction, | 
went to the sale. A counter stood in Market- 





street, before the store, and the sale commenced 
by a woman’s being led from ihe store, aud told 


to stand thereon. 
the counter just as the bidders wisved. 


tioneer cried fora bid. 


She walked from end to end of 
The auc- 


Some unfeeling wretch 


Slaves at Auction —Letter from Greece. 
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told the trembling victim to take off her bonnet. 
Another cred, “ How old are you 2?” © And what 
‘an you do?” She treurblingly said, “I reckon 
I am twenty-eight." —Her agitated frame excited 
my compassion. [— sincerely pitied her, for her 
husband was to be sold next. The barbarous 
slave-drivers were presemt with their mighty cud- 
gels, restraining the forlorn beings. The woman 
called Hannat was sold for $205. Her husband 
Solomon was struck off to the first: purchaser for 
$8379. A young man, Charles, brought over $400, 
A little boy of twelve, being of a light complexion, 
and having straight hair, sold for $105. His 
whiteness took from his valae. The bidders pull- 
ed his han. Next came a woman with an infant, 
who were sold for $229. Thinks I to myself. ij 
this is repudlicanism, L am egregiously mistaken 
— Gen. Univ. Eman. 


LETTER FROM GREECE. 


Poros, June 22, 1827. 
To the Greek Executive Committee, New York. 


GéenTLEMEN,—I have wrilien two letters to 
you since the departure of tue Chancellor, which 
I forwarded by the way of England. In the dis. 
tribution of the Chancellor’s carzo thus far, I have 
ihe satisfaction of saying, that with some trifling 
excepuons, I have been able to follow the instruc- 
tions which you gave me in New York. Dr 
Howe has finished distributing that part of the 
esrgo which TL ianded at Napoh di Romania. I 
received a fetter froin him yesterday, saying, that 
he believed wt had done a great deal of good, and 
that he should, as soon as possible, furnish me 
with a detailed account of the whole affair. | 
have distributed in this island one hundred and 
seventeen barrels of flour, which has been equally 
divided among nineteen hundred widows, orphans, 
old men, and the sick. The plan which I have 
adopted is, to bave regular catalogues of the suf- 
ferers made out, and to see how much would fal! 
to the share of each individual—then I have had 
it delivered out by men appointed for that pur- 
pose. ‘The catalogues I keep as vouchers of the 
donations. ‘The clothes and shoes, with the ex- 
ception of those which I gave to the hospital, I 
have mostly given from my own hands to individ- 
uals almost naked. My quarters, from morning 
‘ill night, are conscantiy surrounded with the na- 
ked and starving, among whom are often some 
inutilated wretches, who have lost their ears or 
noses. I have sent one hundred barrels of flour 
id Indian meal to AZgina, under the care of 
George Constantine, a young Greek of charac- 
er, who has been educated in England. Jarvis 
oes to-morrow with a bundred barrels of flow: 
aud Indian meal, together with 25 tierces of rice 
aud six pieces of cloth and some pairs of shoes to 
Cenchre, a small port on the isthmus of Corinth. 
tyo.uw which place he bas just arrived, and inform: 
me, that thousands of women and children are 
there, who bave fled from Livadia and Megare 
Eleuyis, and the surrounding villages, before the 
victorious army of Redschid Pacha. Jarvis in- 
ioruis me that he saw several die before his face 
fur want of food, and that every day puts a peri- 
od to more or less lives. I know that all that 
can be done, will only prolong the existence of 
this devoted people a few days, unless the powers 





of Europe interfere and save them. The duty of 
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every man is, to bear with silence and submiss- 
jon, whatever he voluntarily takes upon himself: 
I shall, therefore, say nothing of the trouble and 
anxiety which are my constant attendants. I 
I have found it necessary to use more money than 
what | anticipated in New-York. You are aware, 
gentlemen, that in the disposition of the cargo, no 
money was given me; 1 have, therefore, been 
obliged to turn some of the cargo into money, i 
order to meet the expenses which are daily arising 
from boat hire, the employment of agents and 

orters, &c. I am waiting with great impatience 
the arrival of Lt. Carpeoter, in order that anoth- 
er countryman of known talents and integrity 
may be added to our litle number. [| have hith 
erto had no dissention with the government ; 
though I cannot say the same with individuals, 
I have been obliged to drive, almost by force, 
from my quarters, hundreds of drones, too lazy 
to work and too cowardly to fight. Withou 
speedy assistance from abroad, the Grecian name 
will be written in lines of blood, as extinct in the 
Morea and Aitica. The horrid sight which was 
yesterday presented before me, I cannot forbear 
mentioning, though its recollection fills my soul 
with horror. It was a girl of cleven years of age, 
who had just escaped from Ibrahim Pacha.— 
[Here follows a description too horrid and shock- 
ing to be published.| This girl I presented be- 
fore our gallant countryman, Capt. Kearney, of 
the U. S. Navy, who called the next morning af- 
ter her arrival. His generous spirit was touched 
at her extraordinary sufferings, and be made ber 
a handsome present. I have an orphan boy whow 
I found quite naked, without friends or connec- 
tions, save a sister about ten years of age, whom 
I have clothed, This boy | have taken as my 
own, having beeu early taught the loss of a fa- 
ther myself. My health is good, and a report, in 
which there appears to be some truth, that Eng 
land is going to war with ‘Turkey, has made my 
spirits good also. In the course of ten days more, 
I trust I shail bave finished the distribution of the 
Chancellor’s cargo. Applications are daily made 
by one general and another for assistance ; but | 
have endeavoured in all cases to follow yout in- 
structions as near as possible. 

With the hope of soon hearing from yeu, | 
subscribe myself, gentlemen, your obedient and 
humble servant, J. P. MILLER, 


FAITH AND GOOD WORKS. 


A gentleman relates, that he once received a 
curious illustration on this important subject, 
from a person with whom he happened to enter 
into conversation, while riding along the sea- 
shore: “Sir,” said the stranger, “my opinion 
of the matter is this: let us suppose that I am in 
a boat in that bay, with two oars, one of which | 
calf faith, and the other good works. Now | 
want to proceed to that town at the head of the 
bay. If I put out the oar of faith, and pull 
with it, [should only pull the boat round with- 
out advancing an inch. If 1 lay in faith, and put 
out the oar good works, I shall just pull myselt 
round and round only in an opposite direction ; 
but if I pull both oars, faith and good works, and 
give the boat’s head a proper direction, then I 
shail be certain of arriving at the wished-for hav- 
en, 


PRECEPTS TO PREACHERS. 


You know how you would feel and speak ina 
parlor concerning a friend who was in imminent 
danger of his life, and with what energetic pathos 
of diction and countenance you would enforce the 
observance of that. which you really thought 
would be for his preservation. You could not 
think of playing the orator, of studying your em- 
phasis, cadence, and gesture : you would be your- 
self; and the interesting nature of your subject 
impressing your heart, would furnish you with the 
most natural tone of voice, the most proper lan- 
guage, the most engaging features, and the most 
suitable and graceful gestures. What you would 
thus be in the parlor, be in the pulpit, and you will 
oot fail to please, to affect, and to profit.—Gar- 
rick, 


ORDINATION. 


Wednesday, Oct. 3d, 1827, the Rev. Daxter Lyws 
Carrot was ordained and installed over the First 
Ecclesiastical Society in Litchfield. Rev. Mr. Ma- 
son, of Washington, offered the Introductory Prayer ; 
Rey. Mr. Staunton, of Bethlehem, preached the Ser- 
mon; Rev. Mr. Boardman, of New Preston, made 
the Consecrating Prayer; Rev. Mr. Hart, of Plym- 
outh, gave the Charge ; Rev. Mr. Robinson, of South 
Farms, gave the Right Hand of Fellowship; Rev. 


Mr. Andrews, of Woodbury, gave the Chareg,to the 
revjne, awu acy. Mr. Harrison made the Concla- 


ding Prayer. 





ORDINATION AT CHESHIRE, 


Wednesday, the 24th inst., is appointed for the or- 
dination of Mr. Joseph Whiting, over the First Con- 
gregational Church and Society in Cheshire. The 
sermon is expected from Dr. McEwen, of New Lon- 
don. 
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Ovituary. 


Diev,—In this city, Mr. Harvey Hendrick, aged 
42. 

lu this town, on the 8th inst. Mrs. Harriet Pendle- 
ton, wile of Mr. Stanton Pendleton, aged 29. 

At Hamden, Mrs. Hannah Hawes, wife of Mr. E. 
Hawes, of this city, aged 35. 

At Middletown, Mr. Daniel Bidwell; Mr. Samuel 
S. Whittelsey, aged 22. 

At Berlin, Mr. ithiel Carter, aged 74, a revolution- 
ary soldier. 

At Hartford, Capt. Aaron Cook, aged 85; Mrs, 
Abigail Bishop, aged 46; William Cheeney, aged 


‘ 








At Colebrook, on the 4th inst. Dr. Jesse Carring- 
ton, agea 63. He was one of the oldest and most 
respectable physicians in Litchfield county. 
At Williamstown, Mr. Peter S. Putnam, youngest 
son of Gen. Israel Putnam, of revolutionary memory. 
At Tinmouth, Vt. Lieut. N. Crampton, aged 84. 
He was the second man, after Col. E. Allen, who 
eutered the fort at the taking of Ticonderoga. ’ 
At Portsmouth, N. H. Hon. Daniel Humphries, 
U.S. Attorney for the District of New Hampsbire, 
aged 88. Mr. H. was a native of Connecticut, and 
graduated at Yale College in 1757. 
At Westport, Mass. Elizabeth Hicks, in the 101st 
year of her age. 
At Lawnmarket, Scotland, John Macdonald, at the 





advancedage of 107. He was remarkable for hab- 
its of temperance and regularity. 
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Poetry. 


Poetry—Saturday Night.— Temptation. 











For the Religious Intelligencer. 
SATURDAY NIGHT. 


Hence, hence, ye thronging cares 
That lift the tyrant rod, 

Ye drive devotion from our prayers, 
The spirit from her God. 

Its banner o’er the cloud 
The hallowed evening rears, 

Hence, fleet away ye motley crowd 
Of vanities and fears. 

Yon pure, prelusive ray 
Seems like that herald star, 

Which to the astonished Magi shewed 
Messiah from afar. 

Come, beam serenely sweet 
Into each thoughtful breast, 

And robe the waiting soul to meet 
The sabbath of ber rest. 

Spread forth her silent wing, 
And we with thee will rise, 

To listen to their tones who sing 
The anthems of the skies. H. 
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TEMPTATION. 


Look that you make constant :esistance, as well 
as strong resistance. Satan will come on with 
new temptations when old ones are too weak; in 
a calm, prepare for a storm. The tempter is re- 
sistiess, bold, and subtle ; he will suit his tempta- 


pom eed inclinanons Satan 
loves to sail with the wind: if your knowilerge 


be weak, be will tewpt you to error; if tender, to 
scrupulosity and too much preciseness. If your 
conscience be wide and large, he will tempt you 
to carnal security, if you are bold and spirited, 
he will tempt you to presumption; if timorous, 
to desperation, ; if flexible, to inconstancy ; proud 
and stiff, to gross folly ; therefore still look for fresh 
assaults. 

None but spiritual weapons can be useful and 
servicable to the soul, in fighting and combating 
with the devil. This the aposile shows, Eph. vi, 
13;2Cor..».4 You have wot todo with a weak, 
but with a mighty enemy; and, therefore, you 
have need of mighty weapons, and that they can- 
not be, unless they are spiritual. Carnal weap- 
ons have no might nor spirit in them towards 
making a conquest upon Satan. [t was not Da- 
vid's sling nor stone that gave him the honour 
and advantage of setting his feet upon Goliah, but 
his faith in the name of the Lord of hosts, 1 Samm. 
xvii. 45. He that fights against Satan in the 
strength of his own resolution, constitution, or ed- 
ucation, will Certainly fall before him.— Brooks. 
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Excellent Rules for promoting harmony among 
hurch Members. 

1. To remember that we are all subject to fail- 

ings and infirmities, one kind of another.—2. ‘To 
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bear with, and not magnify each other’s infirmi- 
ties. Gal. i. 1.—3. To pray one for another in 
our social meetings, aud particularly in private. 
James. v. 16.—4. To avoid going from house to 
house, for the purpose of hearing news, and inter- 
fering with other people’s busiuess.x—5. Always 
to turn a deaf ear to any slanderous report, and to 
tay no charge brought againsi any person, antil 
well founded.—6. If a member be in fault, to tell 
him of it in private, before it is mentioned to oth. 
ers. —7. To watch against a shyness of each cth- 
er, and put the best construction on avy action 
that has the appearance of opposition or resent. 
ment.—8. To observe the just cule of S fomon, 
that is, to leave off contention before it be med- 
died with, Prov. xvii. 14—9. Ifa member inas 
offended, to consider how glorious, how god-like 
it isto forgive, and how unlike a Christian it is to 
revenge. Eph. iv. 2.--10. To remember that it 
is always a grand arsifice of the devil to promote 
distance and animosity among members of church- 
es, and we should therefore watch against every 
thing that furthers his end.—11. To consider 
how much more good we can do in the world at 
latge, avd in the church in particular, when we 
wre all united in love, than we could do whew act- 
ing alone, and imdulging a contrary spirii,—t2. 
Lastly, to consider the express injunction of scrip- 
ture, and the beautiful example of Christ as to 
these important things. Eph. iv. 32. 1 Pet. ii. 
21. John, xiii 5, 395. 


Labours f Whitfeld.—U appears from a little 
account book, wherem this great man of God 








minated the times and places of tris ministerial 
labours, that he preached upwards of Eighteen 
Thousand Sermons, from the xra of his oidina- 
tion to that of his death. 


Testimony of a German in behalf of Sunday 
Schools." For three years heard of Sunday 
Schools, but I knew and cared nothing about 
them; but now my son goes, and it ‘beats all, tor 
he knows more about the Scriptures already, than 
1 have learned in all my life.” 


Take Christ for your hope, his character for 
your model, his love for your motive, his Spirit 
for your strength, and his promise for your en- 
couragemeut. 


The heart at ease or but lightly afflicted, may 
rise to God through his works; but in seasons of 
severe affliction, our best approach is by his word. 

apatites 

A ffectation.— A ffectation in any part of our car- 
‘iage is lighting up a candle to our defects, and 
never fails to make us be taken notice of, either as 
wanting sense Or wanting sincerity. 


Adversity does not take foi us our true friends ; it on- 


tly disperses tho-e who pretend: d to be such 


Terms of the latelligencer —iu advance, 32,50. Seven copies, $2, wii au ailowauce ot 10 percent, to agents. 
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